

















uring the first council seating this year,

at least four councillors have been

branded the ‘municipality’s biggest as-
sets’ following their loyal and dedicated services &
to Steve Tshwete Local Municipality for a period §
of over a decade. '

The Speaker of Steve
Tshwete Local Municipal-
ity, Rev Thomas Mpye
and Councillor Alex Xulu,
also a MMC for Admin-
istration, Human Re-
sources and Audit, were
honoured as aldermen for
having served the local

municipality for fourteen The Executive Mayor, Mantlhakeng Mahlangu, presents a certificate to The
years respectively. Speaker, Rev Thomas Mpye, for 14 years service.

Alderman Alex Xulu receives a certificate for 14
vears service from The Executive Mayor,
Mantlhakeng Mahlangu.

Long serving Nkangala . .
District Municipality Chief COUHC!HOI’ Elsa du TOlt'
Whip, Chico Tshabalala  Councillor Bongani May-

gives a message of aba and the late Council-

Support. . . .
PP lor Michiel Brits were

also commended for giving thirteen years of
excellent service to the municipality. One of the
aldermen, Bongani Mayaba, started his career
as a councillor at the tender age of 15 in 1996.

During a visit to Mhluzi, the former President,
Dr Nelson Mandela, also congratulated Mayaba
as the youngest councillor in South Africa at
that time. Currently Mayaba is MMC respon-
sible for Traffic, Emergency, Transport, Safety
and Security in Steve Tshwete Local Municipal-

¢ The Executive Mayor, Mantlhakeng Mahlangu, presents a
Iy. certificate to alderman Elsa du Toit, for 13 years service.

The Executive Mayor, Mantlhakeng Mahlangu, presents a
certificate to alderman Bongani Mayaba who served for 13
years.

he Steve Tshwete Municipality warns
I I I all those who are illegally dumping

used tyres on top of the roof at Ext 6
taxi rank.

Please note: Perpetrators will be severely
prosecuted.

three

Used tyres on the roof of Ext 6 taxi rank.



Mayor Vvisits

ollowing recommendations by the
Mpumalanga Department of Educa-
tion, municipalities in Mpumalanga had

to visit learning institutions on the first day of
school in 2009.

Our Executive Mayor, Mantlhakeng Mahlangu,
paid an inspectional visit to a number of schools
within the Steve Tshwete municipal jurisdiction
on the first day of school this year, 14 January.

At one of the schools, the Kwazamokuhle Sec-
ondary School, in Hendrina, the mayor was not
impressed with learners who reported late for
school on that crucial day.

However, it was not all bad news: the mayor
congratulated the school for successfully distrib-
uting the stationary on time. The overall per-
formance of the school was found to be unsat-
isfactory, after officials from the Department of
Education and the mayor were not impressed by
the (non-availability) of their matric results: the
school’s matric pass rate could not be made fol-
lowing a delay by the Department of Education
to release results.

Other schools which she visited included Ekwazi-
ni Secondary School in Mhluzi, where Mrs Non-
jabulo Mtsweni, the school’s Principal, said al-
though they could not report on the matric pass
rate (for the same reason as in Kwazamokuhle
Secondary School), her school’s programme for
2009 impressed the mayor, including the distri-
bution of stationery.
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arch 16 to 21 marked yet another im- :
portant event on the South African  :
events calendar, the National Library :

: mittee and the public who joined the Sofunda

Public libraries across South Africa celebrated the : Drum Majorettes in the march for a good cause.

: On the opening day of National Library Week,

: the Gerald Sekoto Library received more visitors

The 2009 National Library Week theme, ‘Access thap usual, including representatives from the
: business sector who sponsored the event. Early

: Readers Book store and Best Books donated new

: books to the library.

Week.

annual event, where reading is highlighted and
made fun.

for all” highlighted that every human being has
the fundamental right to access information as
well as the right to express themselves in every
way possible.

The Gerald Sekoto public library of Steve Tsh-
wete Local Municipality was not left out of the

In some instances, the mayor had time to address National Library Week activities.

the learners, encouraging them to do well in
their academic work.

Members of the Mayoral Committee from the
municipality also played a role, visiting other
schools in the region, especially the previously
disadvantaged schools.

Teachers of Ekwazini Secondary School with councillors
attending a inspectional meeting.

i

- The Executive Mayor, Mantlhake ahlangu
B encourages the puplls of Kwaz%mk "

Kto work hard in 20091

A march from the satellite library in Mhluzi Ext 7
to the main library(Gerald Sekoto), was made by
ward councillors, members of the mayoral com-

: Pick 'n Pay, Pep Stores, Diskondo, Kgapu Elec-

: trical Contractors, Mayebuthe Contractors and
: |lifu Contractors, also supplied goods which the
: library distributed as prizes in the various com-

petitions that were run during Library Week.

Left: Florence Phiri,
Executive Manager:

Public Services, Cllr Thoko
Mabanola and Shirly Xulu,
Chief: Library Services,
address patrons during
Library Week.

Below: Learners from

| Middelburg Mine Combined
School during their visit to the
Gerald Sekoto Public Library
during National Library Week.



eople across the length and breadth of
P Steve Tshwete Local Municipality turned

out in numbers to cast their vote to ap-
point a government of choice in the fourth demo-

cratic national and provincial elections on 22 April.

Former Premier Thabang Makwetla added to

the thousands of residents who voted within the

Steve Tshwete municipal jurisdiction. The Execu-
tive Mayor of Steve Tshwete Municipality, Man-

tlhakeng Mahlangu, also made her mark at Pieter
Bezuidenhout flats.

Councillors and Ward councillors from the local
municipality led by example after they showed up
at various voting stations to exercise their demo-
cratic rights.

The IECin Steve Tshwete Municipality prioritised
safety and security, working closely with the SAPS
and deployed more than two police officials at all
the polling stations across the municipality.

Two days ahead of the National and Provincial
elections, special elections for the physically chal-
lenged, aged, safety and security personnel and
pregnant women were held as part of the IEC
national voting programme.

The two-day ‘special’ election paved a smooth
path for the April 22 election, as no incidents were
reported.

Cllr Harry Knoesen of ACDP makes his mark at Eastdene
Community Hall.

AL TR R PIREE Y (L

i ) 2

o B,

"
7

e

Executive Mayor, Mantlhakeng Mahlangu makes her mark at
Pieter Bezuidenhout voting station.

(C Contac.t Prudence Leshilo
OMMmunications Department)

0N (013) 249 7054 or
079 449 2461
| Or emaj|:
mlesh:lo@stevetshwetelm Jov.za




The recent visit to
Ward 4 in Mhluzi
by the Minister
of Foreign Af-
fairs, Nkosazana
Dlamini-Zuma,

a member of the
# ANCNECand the
"~ Working Com-

| mittee, has pro-

I duced much fruit
to help the local

the Ward 4 by-
elections. In early

The Executive Mayor, Mantlhakeng Mahlangu, with Nkosaza Dlamini-
Zuma, campaign door-to-door before the recent by-elections in Ward 4.

Dlamini-Zuma
joined the ANC branch in Steve Tshwete Municipality, where she assisted
the party in conducting their door-to-door campaign in Ward 4.

Executive Mayor, Mantlhakeng Mahlangu, members of the mayoral
committee and other top ANC members, formed part of Dlamini-Zuma’s
entourage during the campaign.

The collective effort ended in a successful story on 4 March, when the
ANCwon the highly contested Ward 4 in the by-elections.

During her keynote address at Thusanang Primary School, Dlamini-Zuma

related issues and put their personal differences aside.

She promised
the massesan  §
improvement in  [§=8
terms of service %
delivery, which
included bet-
ter education,
job creation
and improved
health services.
She also en-
couraged ANC
councillors to
serve the com-

. The Minister of Foreign Affairs, Nkosazana Dlamini-Zuma with the
munity loyally.

Executive Mayor, Mantlhakeng Mahlangu, during the recent by-elections,

%You must be flanked by ANC supporters.

loyal to the party and the nation and always remember the people who
sacrificed their lives and were also prepared to die for this freedom,®
Dlamini-Zuma concluded.

MSHOLOZI CAMPAIGNS IN MHLUZI

ANC President Jacob Zuma, together with ANC Youth League President,
Julius Malema, paid a visit to Mhluzi in Steve Tshwete Local Municipality

: The media snaps ANC president, Jacob Zuma, at New Town, while the Execu-

ANC branch to win

in March
2009. The
two presi-
dents were
on a two-
day visit in
Mpumalan-
ga as part
of the 2009
general

. elections
campaign.

tive Mayor, Mantlhakeng Mahlangu, ANCYL President, Julius Malema and

They visited
Mpumalanga ANC Chairperson, David Mabuza, accompany him. Y

New Town

: in Mhluzi amongst other areas. Addressing the residents of Mhluzi at the
: packed to capacity Themba Senamela Stadium, Zuma encouraged the

February this year, : people to cast their votes in the coming general elections.

: He told the masses that by voting they are actually creating an important
: link between themselves and the government.

: Although some residents complained about certain aspects of service de-
: livery, they assured Msholozi that they will go to the polling stations on 22
April 2009, to make their mark.

Some of the services the residents wanted to be improved included the
: poor road infrastructure and a speedy solution to the burning issue of toi-
: lets in New Town (Avalon).

: : Zuma also visited the Nkosi family in New Town, where he asked local
encouraged party members to stand by each other when it comes to work- : : o
: councillors to help the family’s daughter to get an ID book.

He also addressed the youths who came in numbers to see him, and en-
: couraged them to invest in education.

The ANC President also met with the business community of Steve Tsh-
: wete Municipality, where a *festival of ideas’ was held in a bid to try and
: come up with ways and means of boosting the local economy.

;ANC MAKES A CLEAN SWEEP IN BY-ELECTIONS

: The recent by-elections in Ward 4, Mhluzi, have demonstrated that the

: people in this close-knit community of Mhluzi still have confidence in the
: ruling party. This comes after the ANC managed to collect 92.7% in Ward
4

: The Congress of the People (COPE) was second, with a total 6.3% votes.

: The African Christian Democratic Party (ACDP) came third with 0.95%.

: Candidates for the three parties were Alfred ‘Daddyboy’ Choma for COPE,
: Leslie John Cass for the ACDP and Ntombikayise Jeanette Mahlangu repre-
: senting the ANC.

The highly contested Ward 4 became vacant after the ward'’s former coun-
: cillor, the late Girly Mathebula, died in a car accident in December last
 year.

: According to the Steve Tshwete Municipal IEC office, a total of 3 470

: people registered for the 2009 March by-elections in Ward 4.

However, only
848 people
showed up at
the voting sta-
tions.

Of the 848
votes, 12 were
i reported spoilt
votes.

| ANC president,
Jacob Zuma,

" dfter addressing his
“ supporters at

Themba Senamela
Stadium in Mhluzi.




R20 million worth of £

he Executive Mayor of Steve Tshwete Local Municipality, Mantl-

I I hakeng Mahlangu, together with members of the mayoral com-
mittee have approved more than eight projects and handed them

over to the community within the local municipality.

On Friday 3 April, Mahlangu accompanied by members of the mayoral
committee visited a number of communities within the Steve Tshwete

Municipal jurisdiction, where life changing projects were officially declared

operational.

With these projects, the local municipality aims to speed up services deliv- :
ery and create an environment in which future development can smoothly :

take place.

The municipality acted faithfully in implementing these projects, as was
promised during outreaches to the communities of Mhluzi, Hendrina and
Doornkop when members of these communities asked councillors to in-
crease and fine tune service delivery in their respective areas.

Sufficient electricity for both current and future generations was supplied
to ensure a better life for the people. It would appear that problems relat-

new roads, which form part of the manifesto’s during the outreaches.

The following information details what has been achieved:

ANOTHER THUSONG SERVICE CENTRE COMPLETED

Steve Tshwete Local
Municipality has just
handed over another
state-of-the-art centre
7 in Doornkop, which

i comprises of a modern
clinic, pay-point and
library.

sultation rooms and a

Local residents will no
longer have to come to
Middelburg for health
services and gone are
the days of relying on a mobile clinic which comes once or twice a week.

Cllr Rehana Pilodia, assisted by Cllr Nomsa Masemola, at the
official hand over of the Thusong Service Centre in Doornkop.
Manager Public Services, Florence Phiri, Cllr Andries Mabena
and Municipal Manager, Willie Fouché look on.

The payment of rent and purchasing of electricity coupons will all be done

at the new pay-point, located at the centre.

A library is also available to learners in Doornkop, which has internet

services, and an 001-009 filing system to classify all the books. Adult Basic

Education and Training will also be conducted at the library in question.
The Doornkop library has employed two qualified Librarians.

Oh happy day! A jubilant community welcomes the new development at Doornkop Thusong
Service Centre with song at the handing over ceremony.

At a special ceremony held on Friday 3 April at Doornkop, ClIr Rehana
Pilodia, a MMC for Economic Development, Finance and Audit, officially
handed over the centre to the excited community on behalf of the Execu-
tive Mayor, Mantlhakeng Mahlangu. Relief was written on the people’s
faces.

In her keynote address, Pilodia told the community that the ANCled mu-

: Paraffin and
wood, as a

: means of mak-
: ing fires for

: cooking have

: been consid-

: ered highly

nicipality, had promised a Thusong Service Centre, and had now brought it i hazardous to

to the them. The devel-
opment of the centre is
not only a fulfillment
of promises made but
to save costs for the
residents from traveling
17kms to Middelburg to
buy electricity, pay rent
and consult at the clin-
ics. The project amount-
ed to R1.5 million.

Anglo Coal mine, donat-
ed R600 000 while the

Mpumalanga Provincial
government contribut-

ed R600 000. The local

municipality filled the

The new library in the Thusong Service Centre.

: shortfall of R300 000 in a bid to speed up the process of completmg the

ing to traffic congestion will come to an end, following the construction of ; centre.

: The Doornkop

: Thusong Service
: Centre marks the
: second project of
: developing such
: centres in Steve

: Tshwete Munici-
¢ pality. Formerly
: known as Multi
Purpose Com-
munity Centres,

: the first ethnic

B The clinic has two con- | Modern looking

: centre was devel-

. . : oped in Mhluzi, Ext 7 in 2008.
spacious waiting room. :

: At another venue, the Executive Mayor Mantlhakeng Mahlangu handed
: a brand new clinic to the value of R2.5 million to the community of Ext 6,
: comprising of five conference rooms, a receptlon room, two consultation

The Executive Mayor, Mantlhakeng Mahlangu, cuts the ribbon at the
new clinic in Ext 6.

rooms, duty rooms, kitchen,
store room and toilets.

In this practical and tan-
gible way, the municipality
has brought better health
services to the people.

Other projects which the
Executive Mayor, accompa-
> nied by MMGs, handed over
| to the people were new
roads and electrification

of their houses in Door-
nkop, Tokologo and Kwa-
zamokubhle.

The Executive Mayor, Mantlhakeng Mahlangu and
residents take a sight seeing tour of the new clinic.

: OVER 200 HOUSES ELECTRIFIED

At least 244 RDP houses have been supplied with electricity at Doornkop,

taking the burden of buying paraffin from people’s shoulders.

: The majority of the people have been relying on wood fires and paraffin
: stoves prior to :

: the electrifica-
: tion of their

: houses.

| Willie Fouche Municipal | Manage [
Manager Technical and Facilities a
and Ntombikayise Mahlangw(front
she switched on the lights at the Sib¢




people’s health. An amount of R3.1 million has been invested in Doornkop
alone on electricity. The Department of Minerals and Energy assisted the

municipal electrical unit with Rg.9 million. Steve Tshwete Local Municipal- 1

ity contributed R2.1 million to the project.

MORE OPTIONS TO GET TO TOWN

-

The Executive Mayor, Mantlhakeng Mahlangu, flanked by happy road users during the official
opening of the Bhimy Damane road which will now provide drivers with more options into the
CBD.

Drivers in Middelburg and its environs have been anticipating the offi-
cial opening of new road in Bhimy Damane Street. The 65om road which
stretches from Mhluzi, provides easy access to the Central Business Dis-
trict.

The R1 million road forms a Y-junction as it approaches the town. As the
two lanes split, drivers will have an easy option, especially during rush
hours. The other lane joins Dr Beyers Naude Street, which heads straight
to the industrial area, while the second lane shoots swiftly into the CBD.
A pedestrian bridge to the value of R350 000 has also been constructed
along-side the road.

It can be revealed that the historic pedestrian bridge which has been in
existence on the old road for many years, has been reserved in the interest
of the town’s broad heritage. The new road offers comfort to other road
users such as cyclists, with its wide pavements.

NEW TOILETS ENHANCE HYGIENE

::'__-.7-:--." =y dﬁ .::E’ Iﬂl'f

: managers and councillors as she hands over a R2.8 million, brand new

. Some of the

: promises that

: were made to

: the people were
fulfilled.

 This was evi-
- dent at Kwa-
. zamokuhle Ext 7, where the Mayor, Mantlhakeng Mahlangu, officially
opened a new road, which will also serve as a taxi route in the area.

recommended
not to exceed
110km per hour
for safety reasons,
& is currently be-
ing tested on its
performance and
warranty.

It also has a deck
monitor to spray
water and fire
fighting foam ap-
proximately 3o0m
in height, and a

The Executive Mayor, Mantlhakeng Mahlangu, is joined by

fire engine to the community.

purpose-built chassis, making it lower in height and wider of wheelbase.

- LIFE CHANGING PROJECTS LAUNCHED

: Two other projects that will impact positively on the lives of people in two
. developing com- v
. munities within |
: the Municipality
: were officially

: launched on 17

. April 2009.

During her keynote address, Mahlangu told the excited residents of Kwa-
. zamokuhle that more service delivery is still to come.

She said the local municipality will continue to service stands, sustaining
: lively hoods and creating decent, permanent jobs.

Y On the issue of job creation, Mahlangu acknowledged the new develop-
“1: ment from Pick 'n Pay, which has already created jobs in the area.

- She also focused on the future of the youth, saying young people should

e
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The Executive Mayor, Mantlhakeng Mahlangu, cuts the ribbon at the new toilets.

The completion of new toilets at Kwazamokuhle taxi rank have brought
relief to the people. Hygiene is also expected to improve in the area as a
result of the new toilets.

This project has cost the municipality an amount of R120 000.

ANOTHER FIRE TRUCK FOR EMERGENCIES

The Steve Tshwete Local Municipality has purchased a new emergency
vehicle. It is a major fire and rescue pumper, the first for Steve Tshwete
Municipality. The other vehicles are medium fire and rescue pumpers.

It carries 3 500 litres of water and 200 litres of foam concentrate. The wa-
ter pump has the capacity to pump 6 000 litres per minute. The purchase
price was R2.8 million.

The double cab houses six fire-fighters with breathing apparatus mounted
into the seats which permits personnel to don the breathing apparatus
whilst driving to the scene.

The vehicle is dual purpose, for fighting major fires and handling major ac-

b cidents, being equipped with water and rescue equipment.

o=
U2 The vehicle, which is able to reach speeds up to 16okm per hour but is

| prioritise education in their lives, so that they are qualified to fill the lo-
: cal job market - which is currently dominated by outsiders due to lack of
: skilled labourers within the Steve Tshwete municipal jurisdiction.

In closing her address, Mahlanqu urged road users in Kwazamokuhle to

: take great care of their new road and report potholes to the municipal

i engineering department, which will attend to the problem in less than 30
: hours.

The event of launching the new road in Kwazamokuhle Ext 7 was also at-
: tended by members of the mayoral committee from Steve Tshwete Munic-
 ipality, Ward Councillors, the Municipal Manager Willie Fouché and mu-

nicipal officials, Community
Development Workers and
the broader community.

At this life changing event,
Mahlangu also switched on
some lights in the nearby
RDP houses.

Above: Executive Mayor, Mantlhak-
eng Mahlangu, cuts the ribbon at
Kwazamokuhle, Ext 7, during the
official opening of the road.

Left: Joy is written on the faces of the
Ndlovu family as the Mayor switches
on the lights in their RDP house.




handediover

n 17 April, the Executive Mayor, Mantlhakeng Mahlangu, handed
O over one hundred stands to the community of KwaMakalane, an

event witnessed by Ward 21 Councillor, Rinah Sibanyoni, and other
prominent Councillors and officials from the municipality.

Stands for the community of KwaMakalane is part of the municipality’s
programme to create eleven new villages in Steve Tshwete Municipality.
The villages are expected to be established in the mainly rural areas of the
municipality.

Funding for the first stage of the project of establishing villages in Kwa-

Makalane amounted to over R1o million. R1.1 million was spent on the plan-
ning alone, while R1.2 million was used for water, R2.2 million for tarring of
roads, and Rs million for toilets. An amount of over R1 million was deployed

to purchase the land on which the stands were allocated.

It seemed too good to be true for the residents of KwaMakalane, who
looked surprised and shocked by the move. Many of the recipients could
not express their joy as they struggled to comprehend their windfall.

Fourteen people were officially granted stand numbers by the mayor, while

the remaining were attended to by the municipal officials.

The first person to receive a stand number was Johanna Mahlangu of stand

no 74 followed by Leah Mtsweni of stand no 76.

Acting Chief: Housing Department, Nomaswazi Skosana, addressed the
recipients of stands as to how they could obtain formal ownership of the
stands from the local municipality.

The Mayor encouraged the people to build their houses in an African style

in a bid to create an African theme in the village.

However, she stressed that the KwaMakalane village will be equipped with

the same services as the township areas at its completion. In conclusion,
Mahlanqu told the recipients of stands to plant trees and start gardens in

their big yards, something which will serve as an initiative to produce food

and fight hunger.

This will also form part of former Premier Thabang Makwetla’s Five Flag-
ship project, which is ‘Greening Mpumalanga'.

S—~

Above: The Executive

Johanna Mahlangu was the first resident to receive a certificate of ownership of her stand from
the Executive Mayor.

to road safety. High visibility of so many emergency personnel

and response vehicles at the TRAC N4 toll gate made a positive
contribution to the decreased number of serious accidents in Mpuma-
langa over the Easter weekend.

T he 2009 Easter Rescue project has once again made a difference

All'in all, 23 call-outs were received over the six-day period, 17 of which
were for vehicle and/or pedestrian accidents. The remainder included two
alleged hi-jacking attempts, speeding and other law enforcement inci-
dents.

The 2009 Radio Kragbron-initiated ‘Rescue Project’, was distinguished by
fewer serious call-outs outside of the designated routes, where the rescue
teams responded in eMalahleni and Steve Tshwete Local Municipal town

boundaries, the old Middelburg road, Anglo Coal Goedehoop Colliery and

Van Dyksdrift roads.

In an accident on Friday 10 April, on the Goedehoop Colliery road, a quick
response ensued by the Project Rescue helicopter, with doctors and para-
medics flown in. The Radio Kragbron Rescue helicopter conducted aerial

Mayor, Mantlhakeng patrols of roads from the Balmoral off-ramp to Machadadorp, the N12
Mahiangu, with the team from Sundra to Machadadorp and the N11 from Middelburg to Hendrina.
from Tubular Holdings of

the 2009 Radio Kragbron On behalf of the broader community, we thank the sponsors: Trans

Easter Rescue Helicopter
project.

Right: Hennie Smit, Sta-
tion Manager and Proj-

ect Leader, hands over a
certificate of appreciation
to the Executive Mayor,
Mantlhakeng Mahlangu.
Steve Tshwete Municipality
has been sponsoring the
Kragbron Easter Rescue
Project since 2006.

African Concessions, Emalahleni and Steve Tshwete Local Municipalities,
Anglo Coal, BHP Billiton, Optimum and Shanduka Coal, Columbus Stain-
less, Life Cosmos Hospital, Klipfontein Towing and Pick & Pay (Highveld
Mall).

Says Hennie Smit, Station Manager and Project Leader, %This was the
most comprehensive of the 16 projects | was part of. We are already in
the planning stages for an even bigger 2010 project, to assist with the
Soccer World Cup.*”
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