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LONG AWAITED NEW ROAD COMPLETED

onstruction of the 1,5km stretch of road encompassing Klaserie,
Molopo, Dwyka and Mfolozi streets in Aerorand has been completed,
along with the necessary storm water drainage, at a cost of R5 million.
Aerorand grew with an influx of residents who built their own homes
before the extension of permanent road infrastructure. As the population
grew, the gravel roads that were first built became inadequate, causing
wear to motor vehicles and inconvenience to householders in the area
who had to put up with increasing dust, corrugations, potholes and mud,
depending on the season.
The suburb has expanded substantially since then and the long-awaited
road has been built to meet the needs of the growing number of residents.
Good progress has also been made on five other projects to construct
roads and storm water drains in the municipality since July this year.
They are Somaphepha village where 1,1km of road is under construction,
Mnotho street, Phase 1 (Industrial Area) = 441m; Mhluzi Ext 6 = 625m;
Mhluzi Ext 8= 575m; and Kwazamokuhle Ext 7 = 520m.
The total budget for these projects is R41.4 million.
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Construction of this new stretch of tarred road along Klaserie, Molopo, Dwyka and Mfolozi streets in Aerorand has been
completed at a cost of R5 million.

THANKS, BLESSINGS AND UP-BEAT WISHES FOR 2013

y wish for you this season is that you will enjoy a
time of peace and rest over Christmas and that
the road you embark on in the new year will lead you to
the richest of blessings and the fulfilment of your plans
and dreams.
The famous Dr Albert Schweitzer is quoted as saying that
an optimist is a person who sees a green light everywhere and the pessimist sees only the red stoplight,
while the truly wise person is colour blind.
We have not reached the destination we dream of for
Steve Tshwete Municipality, but we are entering a new
season in which each of us will have the opportunity to
help create a new and more upbeat reality in 2013.
I am very positive about what lies ahead. Our track record
is a good starting point already and I look forward to

working with you to build on our experiences and on the
progress we have made. I firmly believe that what the
new year brings to us will largely depend on what we
bring to it.
We look back with pride on the fact that the municipality
has maintained its winning culture. Two accolades that
spring to mind are the clean audit we achieved for the
2010/11 financial year and the the second runner up in
the national Greenest Municipality Competition of 2012.
Our sights are set on improving our green status and
taking first place in 2013. Our first new green initiative to
up the ante in the new year will be to introduce garden
waste removal. We trust that you will help us to make the
project viable by using the bins provided exclusively for
garden waste.

On the same high note, I am humbled by the contribution of all of you who have made it possible for the
council to continue to deliver premium services. I can say
categorically that it has been a team effort and would
not have been possible without the loyalty, innovative
spirit and quality of the people who live and work in our
municipal area,such as:
• Residents who pay promptly for services that the
municipality provides and support good initiatives.
• Less privileged residents and senior citizens who make
use of the special programmes offered by the 		
municipality.
• Entrepreneurs who invest in the vibrant local economy
and establish their businesses here, creating much
needed employment and prosperity.
• Residents who are better off financially and are prepared to extend a helping hand to those less fortunate,
realising that by helping people to help themselves,
they are uplifting the local community.
• Young people who are serious about studying hard,
keeping away from drug and alcohol abuse, and who
maintain a lifestyle that does not expose them to HIV
and AIDS.
• And last but not least, our dedicated and loyal councillors, municipal manager Willie Fouche, managers
and officials who tirelessly deliver quality services and
work together as a strong team to create a municipal
area that is conducive for future development, 		
economic growth and a better life for all residents.
You make our municipality great, and you are a shining example to the rest of South Africa of what can be
achieved if a community works together towards a common goal.
Please don’t drink and drive ... drive safely and make sure
you arrive alive .... do all you can to safeguard yourselves
and your families against criminals, and don’t forget to
relax and enjoy yourselves in the loving embrace of your
families and friends.

Executive Mayor, Mike Masina, took Santa's place at Middelburg Mall for a while to bring good cheer for the festive season. Being a father and family
man himself, his most heartfelt wish is that residents of Steve Tshwete will take particular care of the children in our suburbs and that while we are enjoying ourselves and relaxing over what can become a very silly season, we should be alert to the dangers posed by sexual offenders, unattended swimming
pools, traffic and any other threats to the well being of our little ones and our spouses.

May the Almighty God bring you back safely, rejuvenated
and ready for the challenges and opportunities that 2013
has to offer.

PARTNERING
WITH OUR POLICE

T

he Community Police Forum
(CPF) is a legislated body
which gives interested parties from
the community the opportunity
to assist and oversee the police
services.

A SERIOUS CHALLENGE TO FESTIVITIES

I

t is unfortunate that every
festive season, when most of
us just want to celebrate goodwill and peace with our families,
the ugly twins of speeding and
drunken driving raise their heads
again and again.
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Philile Nkosi - MMC
for Traffic, Emergency,
Transport, Safety and
Security.

This year, the Steve Tshwete Traffic
Department will take a zero tolerance approach when dealing with
offenders.

Operation 'Tshwara Setagwa'/
'Catch the Drunkard' last year netted a large number of such offenders who ended up in
jail. This year, strong punitive action will again be taken
against all offenders who are guilty of contravening any
of the traffic laws, including:
• Drunken driving
• Exceeding the speed limit
• Driving unroadworthy vehicles   

CONSEQUENCES
It seems that as soon as the pressure of the working year
comes off, these 'Phantoms of Christmas Past' make their
appearance, and there are those irresponsible drivers
who forget the death and destruction they can cause to
innocent people.They should know that we will be out to
ensure that they bear the consequences of their actions.

FULL FORCE
Although the plan to ensure road safety over the festive
season started in November, the operations are designed
to come into full effect during December, when all law
enforcement authorities will be on maximum alert.We
will officially launch our annual Road Safety Campaign
on 7 December, to ensure maximum safety on our roads
during the holiday season.
Tough, no-nonsense approach to all traffic offences will
be enforced by surprise roadblocks at strategic points
across the municipality where drivers and their vehicles
will be thoroughly scrutinised. The all-out campaign will

Newshound
Please send your comments and suggestions
to Manager: Communications,
Prudence Magutle, ext 7053 or fax
to 013 243 2550 or email to
pmagutle@stevetshwetelm.gov.za.

also entail heightened police visibility and measures to
educate the public, including the distribution of pamphlets.

KEES TALJAARD STADIUM
Day of Reconciliation, 16 December, is around the corner
and many families will celebrate by enjoying a braai at
Kees Taljaard Stadium. Last year, however, they had to
reconcile themselves to the fact that there were those
who made a habit of creating a disturbance on the day.
As a result, 49 people were arrested for public offences
such as drunkenness, parking in the roads, speeding in
the small area around the park and loitering or sleeping
in the stadium overnight.
We are determined to make it possible for residents to
enjoy the day in the park and earnestly appeal to all
members of the public to do so responsibly, to avoid the
need for more arrests and legal action this year.
I wish all of those on our roads a safe and peaceful Christmas and a very prosperous new year!

WHAT WE HAVE IN
OUR HANDS

O

ne of the core focuses of government on all levels
is to improve the delivery of services and one of
the most important services we provide to our community is electricity. At this stage of our industrial
development, is a non-renewable resource … unlike
some other things, when you use it, you lose it!
Our electricity comes mainly from the Eskom grid and
is supplied by power stations which burn coal. The
more we use, the more we have to generate and the
more greenhouse gases we produce to pollute our
world. Looking at another dimension, the long term
reality for our grandchildren’s children is that there is
a finite amount of coal and we are depleting it. Hence
our initiatives to introduce solar and other renewable
energy, which has a relatively limited impact on our
environment and on the way we use up our natural
resources.
We have a limited capacity to produce electricity and it
must be seen for what it is - a scarce commodity which
we cannot take for granted or use in any way we want
to, as if it were a right we can claim without limit.
The fact is, the more we use, the more we will have
to pay! Our only solution is to change our consumer
culture and behaviour, and to limit our usage as much
as possible.

Some of the Community Police
Forum objectives are to:
• Establish and maintain a partnerHelena Pilodia - MMC
ship between the community and
for Administration,
SAPS.
Human Resources and
Eduction.
• Promote communication and
co-operation between SAPS and the community in
fulfilling the needs of the community regarding 		
policing.
• Improve the rendering of police services and transparency in serving the community.
• Promote joint problem identification and problemsolving by the police service and the community.
Each sector has a chairperson from the community, as
well as a Sector Manager from SAPS.
Volunteers from the community do patrols at their own
cost to safeguard their suburbs by observing what is going on, making criminals aware that there is somebody
watching, and responding if necessary. Sector members
have radios which are used to contact each other for assistance in cases of emergency.
Unfortunately, however, the criminals are also getting
clever and have started targeting citizens during daytime when nobody is patrolling!

SAFETY TIPS
• Don’t leave appealing articles such as laptops, cell
phones, cameras or handbags in your car. Lock them in
the boot BEFORE you leave your house/office.
• Don’t just activate your car’s alarm or central locking
and walk away! Test to ensure it is locked, and that it
hasn’t been blocked! Insurance companies do not pay
out if there is no visible sign of a break-in.
• Do not talk on your cell phone while walking on side
walks.
• Always ensure that your house alarm and/or electric
fence are ACTIVATED!
• Most crimes occur during daytime. If you are at home,
be aware of any strangers walking or driving around.
REPORT ANYTHING SUSPICIOUS IMMEDIATELY - DON’T
WAIT FOR A CRIME TO HAPPEN BEFORE RAISING THE
ALARM. Warn your domestic workers to be on the look
out and keep outside doors locked.

NEW EMERGENCY NUMBERS
In case of any emergency, the very efficient, new SAPS
24-hour EMERGENCY NUMBER to call is 013 247 7000 (it
replaces the old 10111).
If you are staying in Middelburg town area, you can also
call the following 24-hour numbers that are in the patrolling police vehicles:
Sector 1-082 074 9922 (CBD and Eastdene).
Sector 2- 082 074 9923 (Industria, Nasaret, Ext 24,
Hlalamnandi).
Sector 3- 082 074 9925 (Groenkol, Suid, Gholfsig, Clubville, Aerorand, Bloekomsig, Mineralia and EXT 18).
Sector 4-082 074 9926 (Kanonkop, Dennesig and
Doornkop).
If you would like to get involved in helping to secure
your family, home and suburb, please do not hesitate to
contact me, Helena Pilodia, any time on 082 415 8029.
Remember: CPF is a community effort and cannot be
run by one or two individuals!!!
May you all be safe,blessings for a merry Christmas and a
prosperous new year.

COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT

REACH FOR A DREAM

D

are to dream~ is the
Christmas challenge made
by Miss Mpumalanga, Lungile
Libambo (24).
}Each and every girl can crack the
rock in her path through action,
no matter what her background
is,~ she insists, and the lively radiance of her face tells you that she
does what she says.

Miss Mpumalanga,
Lungile Libambo (24)
dreams big - inspired by
her role model.

The youngest of five children, she
was born in Pullenshope, a village
which used to house employees
of Hendrina Power Station.

She was raised by her parents and
attended school at Eastdene Combined. }My parents did not teach me about the world we
live in. There is a vast difference between a mine village
and an urban area, so I live two realties~ she explains,
}the one I was brought up in and the other where my
future lies.~
}But it does not help to let my past become my identity,~
she quickly adds. }My past with all its pain has shaped
my understanding of reality and challenged me to get to
know who I am, what my dream is, and how I can make a
difference. I have also learned from my mistakes.~
Lungile says her dream grew from having a role model.
Hers is Basetsana Khumalo, the glamorous former
Miss South Africa and first runner-up in the Miss World
Pageant who is also a successful businesswoman and
philanthropist.
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DAN NKOSI'S PASSION

an Nkosi (38) has an overwhelming
passion for netball and he is living his
dream ... promoting the game and sharing
his skills with others, encouraging them to
play to the best of their abilities.
He started playing with his peers and learners from various schools in Mhluzi, and in
1993 established the Ratanang Netball Team
from players in Extensions 5 and 6. Dan
also coaches learners from LD Moetanalo
Combined School who are interested in his
beloved sport.
Despite the fact that Ratanang had to practice in an open space, without proper netball
facilities, the team has competed successfully
in friendly games and challenges against
other local amateur teams.
Dan Nkosi (back row, middle) with Philemon Hadebe, Ward 26
Councillor, Ratanang netaball team and learners from LD Moetanalo
Combined School learning the game.

Dan now leads his team in the Nkangala provincial
league and, at last, with the opening of the new park in
Ext 7, they have proper netball training facilities.
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WE DO CARE
e Do Care is a non-government organisation (NGO) which relies on public support to be able to assist the
many desperately needy members of our community.

They provide children with food, clothing including school uniforms, stationary and many of the bare essentials.
Adults most often need to find work or some form of income to support their families. Items such as linen, blankets, food, clothes or toiletries are donated to tide
them over while they are looking for work.
In addition to helping pensioners with similar basic
needs, the NGO gives them emotional support and
provides transport to take them for medical attention
or to collect medication.

}She is my inspiration~ Lungile says. }Every young
woman needs to have a dream and a vision for the future.
My dream is to become a professional businesswoman
and to start a foundation to help young girls~

We Do Care does not take cash but constantly needs
donations of old clothing or shoes, blankets, linen, curtains, crockery, toys, school items, food, toiletries and
cleaning products.

She tells of a recent visit to a farm school in Kinross where
the facilities fall far short of those at Model C schools.
}But,~ she says with glee, }the class was full of happy,
singing kids and their teacher who filled me with hope.
Like that teacher, we need to inspire one another and to
help one another to grow.~ Lungile is sponsored by the
Mpumalanga Gambling Board and the Department of
Education.
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OPPORTUNITIES TO ASSIST THE NEEDY

Charles Koen - We Do Care, Crescentia Mthethwa - Ackermans Manager,
Poppy Witnooi and Vusi Mnisi - Assistant Managers, Ackermans and kids
who regularly receive donations.

REHABILITATION THROUGH SPORT

Iewtown United is a new soccer team founded by Coach Page Majola. He started the team to help local

youth who struggle with drug and alcohol abuse. He is well aware of the positive role sport can play in dealing with destructive behaviour, since he abused alcohol at the age of 17 and has overcome the problem.
Page is sports assistant at Sozama Secondary School where he coaches students at soccer, volleyball, swimming,
netball, rugby and basketball.
Above all, he is an avid football
player whose goal is to assist young
people to rehabilitate and uplift
themselves through the game.

If you would like to contribute or to get involved, for
example, by supporting or sponsoring a child in an after school activity or help an adult in acquiring skills to
provide for his or her family, please contact Hermoné
on 082 473 6282.

TAKING PRIDE IN RIETKUIL

M

otivated by the pride they take in their suburb, 12
residents of Rietkuil Ward 7 have been voluntarily
cleaning the storm water drain and streets of their area during the past six months.
By faithfully cleaning the grass, papers and other debris
from the drains and streets, they have not only created a
cleaner living environment, but also prevented the drains
from overflowing into the road and creating a traffic hazard.

Upon hearing of the initiative, Andries Fourie who owns the Middelburg branch, Step by Step Financial
Services, donated soccer uniforms
and lead motivational discussions
with members of the team in need
of support to change their lives.
FRONT : Mabuza Lindiwe, Andries Fourie sponsor of Newtown United soccer team, Page
Majola - founder and coach and Sibanyoni
Irene.
BACK : Prince Sithebe, Doctor Ntuli, Sipho
Sithole, Simphiwe Haiyane and Surprize
Magagula.

Model residents motivated by pride for their suburb.Volunteers : Anna
Mnguni, Casanda Mokoena, Betty Kgoapane, Mthokozisi Sindane, Alpheus
Skosana, Amos Sindane, Thokozani Sindane, Cllr Johannes Matsiane, Dudu
Sindane and Maria Swaedi. Eskie Nkambule and Marry Nkosi were absent
during the photoshoot.
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SERVICE DELIVERY AND PROJECTS

T

ACCESS TO SERVICES AND FACILITIES FOR ALL
the spotlight fell on equitable access to facilities

and amenities and the quality and costs of services
provided by the municipality, during a recent mayoral
outreach to the suburbs of Nasaret, Hlalamnandi, and
Rockdale held in the Nasaret community hall.

points for emptying at 		
the dumpsite.
• Tarring the cemetery roadR100 000.

When Mrs Daphne Waterson
Comments made by residents were generally complimen- complained that electricity
tary, while the Executive Mayor, Mike Masina responded
was too expensive, she was
to all issues raised and announced plans and priorities for advised that, as a pensioner,
the development of these areas.
she could register as an
indigent resident. This could
Negative perceptions that Nasaret was being overlooked
be done through the ward
because it was an old suburb, were contradicted by opincouncillor or at the Finance
ions that Rockdale, which is a new suburb, was given pridepartment.
ority because of the essential services that were needed.
Democracy in action: Residents of Ward 10 engaged with the Executive
In response to a complaint that there were only two nursMayor, Mike Masina and councillors at a community meeting, during a
Hlalamnandi residents did not make use of the opportumayoral outreach.
ing sisters providing medical services in Nasaret, residents
nity to raise any issues. }This must reflect the true meanwere notified that the Steve Tshwete Municipality and the of disabled and elderly residents of the municipality.
ing of the suburb’s name,~ a resident commented after
Mpumalanga Department of Health were investigating
the occasion.
The mayor announced that plans were in place to build a
the transfer of clinic services to the province.
recreation park in Rockdale and that the budget for the
NASARET
}There is free access to all facilities in the suburbs. All
suburb included:
The Executive Mayor, pointed out that Nasaret had a full
residents should share them on an integrated basis. Their • Electrification of 200 houses at a cost of R3.7 million.
range of basic facilities and amenities and that the council
options are to accept for instance RDP housing provided • Erection of four high illumination masts costing a total
has budgeted to upgrade infrastructure during the 2012/
or to buy in other areas if they can afford to,~ the mayor
of R800 000.
13 financial year including:
pointed out in reply to questions from the floor insinuat• Construction of speed humps requested by the
HLALAMNANDI
ing that there was no development of houses and other
community.
The meeting noted that rats were infesting the open
facilities.
• The park.
space at the entrance to Hlalamnandi which had become
- Improvement of the playground - R400 000.
He appealed to the community to join the Steve Tshwete an illegal dumping space. The mayor agreed that council
- Fencing - R100 000.
Community Policing Forum to combat the use of drugs
would investigate the possibility of turning the area into
• A garden waste removal service to stop illegal dumping and crime.
a park.
- Black bags have been provided to householders since
ROCKDALE
		July.
Thanks went to Optimum Coal for donating funds to build
- Bulk containers are being placed at strategic 		
3 000 houses, giving priority consideration to the needs
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NEW YOUTH
DEVELOPMENT CENTRES

DELIVERING MORE POWER

The upgraded Golfsig substation.

T

he upgrade of the Golfsig electricity substation has been completed within the
allocated time and budget, to increase its capacity to deliver more power, more
reliably to homes, businesses and industries in the area.
The process included replacement of certain parts which had become outdated, inefficient or dangerous and was completed in three phases over a three-year fiscal period,
with a small saving on the budget allocation of R34 million (excl VAT).
Mathapelo Mathibela (standing), facilitator in computer skills training with five of her students at
Kwazamokuhle Youth Development Center.
LEFT : Themba Mabaso, Nombuso Hlatshwayo, Thabisile Mahlangu, Bridget Fakude and Stuurman Mokoena.

The upgrade is part of a planned municipal programme to maintain and improve infrastructure for delivery of energy and other services to the community.
The substation is a critical link in the municipal energy network, as it receives high voltage electricity off the Eskom grid and distributes it to mini substations in the area for
delivery to consumers in a form that is safe and convenient to use.

BREAST CANCER - PREVENTION
IS BETTER THAN CURE

T

he 11 permanent clinics in the Steve Tshwete Municipality
held a series of programmes during Breast Cancer Month
in October, to make women aware of the critical issues related
to breast cancer and to educate them on how to prevent the
disease and the benefit of detecting it early.
The women were also given the opportunity to have themselves checked for any problems.

T

he Steve Tshwete Youth Development office, in partnership with the provincial
Department of Social Development, has established three new youth development centres in the municipal area. They are Colour my world in Mhluzi, Tseladimatlapa in Doornkop and Kwazamokuhle Youth Development Centres in Kwazamokuhle.
Youth development centres co-ordinates sport, education, arts and culture and other
programmes to stimulate entrepreneurship, creativity and personal initiative among
young people. It also arranges bursaries for previously disadvantaged individuals.
The new development centres are satellites of the central municipal office and have
been funded on the provincial Department of Social Development budget. The objectives are to capacitate, empower and facilitate youth initiatives by offering:
•
•
•
•

Services, such as assistance with the drafting of CVs.
Information on youth development.
Access to a computer at each centre.
Facilitation of capacity building workshops.

SERVICE DELIVERY AND PROJECTS

UPGRADES AT NASARET AND KEES TALJAARD DOING THE RIGHT THING

P

arks and Recreation department initiatives to upgrade facilities, amenities and infrastructure in Steve Tshwete municipality continue apace, with the recent completion of two more
projects.

Kees Taljaard Stadium - the erection of a palisade fence at the cricket clubhouse, costing R179 436.60, has been completed.

G

Nasaret - new paving has been laid in the cemetery
at a cost of R99 245.00

LIBRARIES TO LIBERATE OUR
YOUNG GIRLS

irls who attend farm schools in our municipality will soon have access to appropriate library
facilities that will intellectually stimulate and capacitate them, thanks to donations of quality books from abroad by Xstrata Coal and the Middelburg Rotary Club.
To date, girls from rural areas have had to travel long distances to reach a library while, unlike
their male peers, they have been tied down by home chores. The donated books will go into
libraries to be established at farm schools in our municipality, as well as to libraries at other local
schools and to the municipal library, removing this impediment to their education.
The shortcoming was identified during the
2011/12 Women’s
Summit arranged
by the Steve
Tshwete Gender
and Social Development Office
and resolved as a
result of excellent relations
between the
municipality and
its stakeholders.

STEVE TSHWETE WOMEN'S SUMMIT

T

he Steve Tshwete Municipality sponsored a Women’s Summit at Eastdene Hall, Middelburg in
August. During the day, a number of authoritative speakers addressed delegates on topical
issues that are pertinent to women. This was followed by a gala dinner held at Adelade Tambo
Centre in Mhluzi to celebrate the achievements of outstanding women from the Steve Tshwete
community.

Mathapelo Thabethe and Sandile Mpofu from Sozama Secondary School in Mhluzi.

M

athapelo Thabethe and Sandile Mpofu from Sozama Secondary
School in Mhluzi attended the Second Annual Nelson Mandela
Children’s Parliament, which this year marked the former president of
South Africa’s 94th birthday.
The Children’s Parliament is considered the key strategic element in the
focus of the Nelson Mandela Children’s Fund in building a National Child
Rights Movement.
The second session of the parliament was held at the Mpumalanga Provincial Legislature on 14 July this year, as part of Nelson Mandela Day activities, and was jointly hosted by the Department for Women, Children and
People with Disabilities, Mpumalanga Provincial Legislature and the fund.
Following on the theme of the inaugural session last year which was
'Holding Those in Authority Accountable', this year’s theme was 'Working
Together to Protect Children'. Parliamentary discussions included health,
education and child protection, safety and wellbeing.
Seven senior citizens from Steve Tshwete Municipality attended the sitting.

s and win a fabulous prize!

Answer the following question

1. Who is the MMC for Infrastructure Development and Service Delivery?
2. STLM’s Traffic department will have a Zero Tolerance approach this
festive season. Name the three offences that will lead to strong punitive action.
3. STLM recently completed new roads in Aerorand, list the four roads.
4. Who is Miss Mpumalanga’s role model and why?
5. Who was the former mayor (who was part of the transition period)
honoured during this year’s Heritage celebrations?
Please write your answers on a separate sheet. Answers can be hand delivered
to the Communications department, Office B323, second floor or
faxed to 013 243 2550 or emailed to
pmagutle@stevetshwetelm.gov.za.
Be sure to write your name, surname
and contact numbers.

Only members of the public
are eligible to enter.

Competition closes at 12:00 on

11 January 2013
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COMMUNITTY CELEBRATES SOLAR COOKERS

or a number of years, about twenty families in Sikhululiwe village
on Roodepoort farm in the Steve Tshwete Municipality have struggled with a dilemma …they needed to harvest wood as fuel for cooking
but this caused a problem as it meant they had to chop down trees on
neighboring farms, which caused conflict with the farm owners.
There was no money to pay for the installation of electricity supply facilities and many elderly people in the village, like Ms Maria Masombuka,
did not want to move to another area where services were available.
The municipality has been trying to set up a forum to address the problem since 2006 but has not succeeded due to poor response from the
parties concerned.
Perseverance finally paid off, and after escalating the matter to the office
of the Executive Mayor, Mike Masina, the councillor for ward 9, Johannes
Skosana, together with the Gender and Social Development department of the municipality approached Xstrata Coal for assistance, and the
company donated 20 solar cookers at a cost of R40 000, minimising the
need to chop down trees for wood.
The cookers which were handed over to celebrate Women’s Month in
August, were used to prepare food provided by Xstrata and, after the
shared meal that followed, the initial scepticism of Maria Masombuka
and others around the table about the effectiveness of the new technology was removed.

Women of Sikhululiwe Village on Roodepoort farm prepare food on solar cookers donated by Xstrata. The new technology minimises
the need to chop down trees and saves time and effort spent on collecting wood.

EMERGENCY SERVICES WORK TOGETHER

L

ocal, municipal and provincial emergency services operating in Steve Tshwete Municipality
held an open day at Themba Senamela Stadium on 18 October, to engage with learners from
primary level and the community, to make it very clear that they all work closely together to ensure
that they provide necessary services to the public during an emergency or accident.

The ladies of Sikhululiwe are particularly happy that the cookers will
ease the burden of having to collect fire wood. The threat to the trees on
nearby farms has also been minimised.

HELPING HAND
6

Learners listening attentively during an open day at the Themba Senamela Stadium as Thisha Mashiloane, Fire and Rescue Services
explain the role they play in the event of an emergency.

EMERGENCY NUMBERS
SAPS - 08600 10 111

B

HP Billiton recently donated 400 blankets and 15 wheel chairs
to homes for the aged and disability centres in Steve Tshwete
Municipality. An additional R50 000 was donated to each luncheon
club and R100 000 to a child welfare and victim centre.

Army (4 SAI Mot Bn)
013 249 3500
Steve Tshwete Fire and Rescue
013 243 2222

Langamed Emergency
Management (private
ambulance) 072 344 2344
Chaplain: Emergency Service
(comfort for trauma victims)
013 243 2222
Mpumalanga Provincial Traffic
082 360 6956

Steve Tshwete
Traffic and Security Services
013 249 7349
Mpumalanga Emergency
Services 013 246 2716 or
Cell 112

Members of the Fire and Rescue Services demonstrating their prowess during an
open day at Themba Senamela Stadium.

B

HP Billiton put on a spectacular show to bring joy to 75
disabled people during the official hand over of the Greater
Middelburg Workshop for the Disabled on 30 September. The mining
group funded the overall renovation of the dilapidated building at
a cost of R1 million. Executive Mayor, Mike Masina, members of the
mayoral committee and officials from various departments and parastatals were among the guests.

G

REVISITING OUR HERITAGE

uests in traditional dress accompanied the Executive
Mayor, Mike Masina, as he laid wreaths on the graves
of local heroes and heroines of South Africa’s struggle
for freedom, during Heritage Day celebrations on 21
September. The mayoral party included members of the
deceased’s families. Those honoured were:
• Sydney Choma, former mayor of Greater Middleburg
Municipality and an Umkhonto weSizwe cadre in
Angola following his training in Libya and Moscow.
After serving 12 years of a 20-year prison sentence on
Robben Island, he became a founder of the Masakhane
project. He died of natural causes in May 2000 and is
buried at the Heroes Acre, Middleburg.

Reuben Mnisi, elder brother to Busi Ndala (Chief Whip); • After re-deployment to South Africa in 1978, he was
Themba Sinamela; Vusi Sindane, who is currently
unfortunately arrested and sentenced to 20 years
South African Ambassador to Cote d’Ivoire (Ivory Coast)
imprisonment on Robben Island, eventually being
and January Ché Masilela.
released along with Govan Mbeki and others.
• Bhimy Damane and Ben Mokoena joined up with
Reuben Mnisi and January Ché Masilela in 1976.
• Immediately following his military training in Libya and
the former Soviet Union, he became one of the first
commanders of uMkhonto weSizwe at their new camp
in Malanje.

• In 1997 he took over from Cllr Ben Mokoena as mayor
of Greater Middelburg which included Middelburg,
Mhluzi, Nasaret and Eastdene - a post he held until
1998.
Masina ended by saying that 'Star' Choma was the most
gifted person he had ever met.

• Phumzile Mahlangu, a former ANCYL member and
Steve Tshwete Muncipality councillor who died on new
year’s eve in 2003.
• Isaac 'Punch' Mahlangu, also a former member of Mk
and a member of the SADF, who died in 2003 and is
buried in the Phumolong cemetery.
• Gogo Maipushe Sefoloshe, adviser to young political
activists during the apartheid era. Details of her death
are unknown.
• Kenneth Malaza who was an ANC and Mk member and
student leader who left the country in 1988 and was
stationed in Lusaka, Zambia. While in exile, he was a
trusted driver of the late Oliver Tambo. He died of
natural causes in 1993.

Young dancers entertaining the crowd on Heritage Day at Elusindisweni Primary School.

Mr Choma’s sister, Paulina Choma, who supported him
during the time he was in exile, continued the proceedings for the day by delivering a eulogy of him at the
Roman Catholic Church in Mhluzi. The church was used
during the struggle as a political meeting place, to plan
marches and other activities.
Later in the morning, the party visited Elusindisweni Primary School - a 'political' school which was attended by
most of the politically active people from Mhluzi, including Executive Mayor Masina, during the time of apartheid.
The mayor subsequently delivered a memorial lecture
on the life of Sydney Choma, at the Little Elephant Arts
Centre in Middelburg, emphasising how important it was
to educate the current generation about the contribution
of men and women who contributed so significantly to
the attainment of our political freedom.
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Executive Mayor, Mike Masina, in traditional dress, holds up one side of a photo of Sydney 'Star' Choma, hero of SA’s struggle for freedom and mayor of the Greater Middleburg
area, during the Heritage Day celebrations. Looking on are Choma’s siblings.

AHHHH TRIFLE - Mickey's recipe ...

He noted that the Steve Tswete sub-region had contributed more Mk soldiers than anywhere else in Mpumalanga
and that Sydney 'Star' Choma was a shining example who
had left an indelible mark on our lives and history.

ate liqueur. You might want to make the
jelly a day or two ahead.

He pointed out that his life should be celebrated not only
as Middleburg Town Council Mayor, but also as learner,
manager, Umkhonto weSizwe commander, prisoner on
Robben Island and visionary.

MADEIRA SPONGE CAKES
Cut cakes into big chunks, each in own
bowl, add chocolate liqueur to one and
coffee liqueur to the other, just enough
to moisten and cover most of it, refrigerate.

Mayor Masina went on to highlight milestones along Star
Choma’s path:
• Manyano Lower Primary where he started his school
career.
• Elusindisweni where he participated in a Mbaqanga
group while playing a pivotal role in shaping the
political standing of Middelburg.
• After the banning of the ANC he became a founding
member of the Middelburg Student Organisation
(MSO) along with Mandla Selwane, the late Thuli
Khubheka, Cowen Ntuli, Dan Simelane, Ben Mokoena,
Themba Sinamela, Bhimy Damane, Lawrence Ntate
Motle, January Ché Masilela and others.
The mayor referred to the fact that most political activists
in the early 70’s were organised by the MSO which ran
night school classes, and continued:
• 'Star' Choma went into exile in Mozambique in 1975,
leaving Nkomazi with Cowen and Victory Ntuli;

Paulina Choma, sister of former Umkhonto we Sizwe
cadre Sydney 'Star' Choma, who supported him during
the time he was in exile, delivered an eulogy to him at the
Roman Catholic Church in Mhluzi, with Father Benedict
Ngidi attentively listening.
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Michael van der

THE FRUIT
Westhuizen.
Drain the juice from the fruit cocktail
mix, put in bowl, add some brandy and refridgerate.

ow this is kind of tradition in my family, every year
ASSEMBLE THE TRIFLE
I must make this ... wonder why?
Remove jellies and cut into chunks. Use an extra large
INGREDIENTS:
punch or serving bowl (preferable glass to show the
Pick five different colours and flavours of jelly.
colours), start layering the cake, then fruit and jelly and
Two Madera sponge cakes
Maraschino cherries
repeat, leaving space for the topping.
Tub of cream
Sugar (approx 4tsp)
Pour custard over and smooth out, return to fridge.
One liter custard
Slab of dark chocolate
One tin fruit cocktail mix
Chocolate liqueur
Whip cream and sugar (to taste) to a fluffy consistency.
Coffee liqueur
Brandy
Scoop cream mixture on top of the custard. Finely grate
Fresh berries or strawberries
dark chocolate on top. Decorate with berries or strawberAnd now come closer. Shhh ... match liqueurs to the
ries.
colours of your jelly, e.g. green jelly will go well with pepMerry Christmas and enjoy! Be festive and don't worry
permint liqueur etc.
about the calories till next year.
THE JELLY
Dissolve the jelly, half cold water and half the appropri-

BON APPETITE!

A TRIBUTE TO LONG LIFE

E

Grannies playing passing-the-ball game.

xecutive Mayor Mike Masina paid tribute to senior
citizens from local luncheon clubs and community for the blessing of wisdom which they bring to the
community, during a recent celebration at the Themba
Senamela Stadium, Mhluzi.
October is traditionally international Older Person’s
month and it has become a custom for the mayor to
invite the 'golden oldies' to celebrate it together, at the
onset of the new summer season.
The morning of 30 October started with a hearty breakfast. Invitees then engaged in fun physical activities

Grandpappas playing soccer ball.

including egg-and-spoon races and duck walking, as well
as games involving balloons and oranges.
They shared a specially prepared lunch with the Executive Mayor, Mike Masina, members of the mayoral
committee, Diphale Motsepe and Helena Pilodia, ward
councillors and officials from the municipality, Departement of Social Development, Sports, Arts and Culture,
Age in Action and NGOs to wind up proceedings.
The mayor underlined the important role senior citizens
play in society and encouraged them to continue to live
life to the full and to share their experience and wisdom

with the younger generation.
Senior citizens can form clubs where they can get together to share in activities of common interest. Interested
parties can contact Department of Social Development in
Middelburg and Kwazamokuhle offices at 013 243 4190
for further information.
The British Medical Journal refers to evidence indicating
an overall decline in disabilities in successive generations
of older people and says that they can gain significant
health benefits from regular, moderate physical activity.

YOUNG AND OLD WALK FOR ACTIVE LIFESTYLES
8
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o paraphrase an old Chinese adage, }a journey to
healthy living begins with five and ten kilometre
walks.~
The Department of Culture, Sport and Recreation’s drive to
create an active and winning population by promoting a
healthy lifestyle through sport and recreational activities,
started in earnest on 28 October, in Middelburg.
Hundreds of people - young and old, fit and unfit - throughout Mpumalanga, gathered at the corner of Hospital and
Walter Sisulu streets to take part in the inaugural Big Walk.
They came dressed in tracksuits and shorts and ready to
tackle the five and 10km distances from Middelburg to
Mhluzi and back to the head office of Steve Tshwete Municipality.
This was a non-competitive event, but still there were winners - all the participants who embarked on a new path to
leading an active lifestyle. All participants received medals
and T-shirts.
}It was a nice walk. It should be held more often as it gives
us an opportunity to exercise,~ said Mr Gugulethu Mkhabela from Mbombela, who took part in the 10km walk. He was
one of 448 participants who started the Big Walk.

The youth came in large numbers.

Another local resident, Ms Futhi Mabena, who also participated in the Big Walk, described the event as a good initiative, particularly for children. }Children nowadays spend
most of their time watching television and this makes them
lazy. The Big Walk, on the other hand, gives them a good
workout,~ she said.
So what are the benefits of walking?
According to research, walking is an effective form of physical activity for improving the cardio-vascular system, the
heart, blood vessels and lungs. It also enables the body to
use large quantities of oxygen.
Big Walk events were held across the country and this year
Steve Tshwete Municipality was chosen as the host.
We hope to see you all participating in the next Big Walk!
Mandla Dhliwayo (left) and Culture, Sport and Recreaion MEC, Sibongile Manana lead the way in the Big Walk

